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TODAY'S READINGS

First Reading — God brought us into this country, this
land flowing with mild and honey (Deuteronomy 26:4-10).
Psalm — Be with me, Lord, when | am in trouble

(Psalm 91).

Second Reading — The word is near you, in your mouth
and in your heart (Romans 10:8-13).

Gospel — Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led into
the desert for forty days (Luke 4:1-13).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48

Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27; Phil 3:17 —

4:1[3:20 — 4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36

PRAY FOR THOSE GONE TO THE LORD
+Angela Rodriguez +Federico Sotolongo

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Bob Delgado — Raquel y Mercedes Torres - Alejandro Sanchez
- Marta Acosta - Mari F. Rodriguez —Jesus David Molina — lbis y
Dagoberto Cabeza - Gustavo Guerra,Jr - Aida Vazquez -
Verbnica y Tony Guerra - Maria Fernanda Macias -Carmen
Gonzélez - Mercedes Alonso- Maria Palacio - Alain Ginoris -
Adriano - Enrique y Martha Dominguez — Micaela Ubillos —
Maite y Hernando Vanegas — Mathew Ridge - Claudia Vergara —
Javier Alejandro Saladrigas - Mirita Saun — Zoilo Alfonso -
Armando Gattamorta

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:
62 HOURS
Thursday 8:00 AM to Saturday 10 PM.

REALIZE THE NEED TO TURN TO THE LORD, TO
ADORE, REPENT, HEAL, REPAIR, THANK HIM
AND BE SANCTIFIED

First Sunday of Lent

February 25, 2007

Be with me, Lord, when I
am in trouble

PAPAL MESSAGE FOR LENT 2007

"They shall look on Him whom they have
pierced" (Jn 19:37). This is the biblical theme that
this year guides our Lenten reflection. Lent is a
favorable time to learn to stay with Mary and John,
the beloved disciple, close to Him who on the Cross,
consummated for all mankind the sacrifice of His life
(cf. In 19:25). With a more fervent participation let us
direct our gaze, therefore, in this time of penance
and prayer, at Christ crucified who, dying on Calvary,
revealed fully for us the love of God. In the Encyclical
Deus caritas est, | dwelt upon this theme of love,
highlighting its two fundamental forms: agape and
eros.

God's love: agape and eros
The term agape, which appears many times in the
New Testament, indicates the self-giving love of one
who looks exclusively for the good of the other. The
word eros, on the other hand, denotes the love of
one who desires to possess what he or she lacks
and yearns for union with the beloved. The love with
which God surrounds us is undoubtedly agape.
Indeed, can man give to God some good that He
does not already possess? All that the human
creature is and has is divine gift. It is the creature
then, who is in need of God in everything. But God's
love is also eros. In the Old Testament, the Creator
of the universe manifests toward the people whom
He has chosen as His own a predilection that
transcends every human motivation. The prophet
Hosea expresses this divine passion with daring
images such as the love of a man for an adulterous
woman (cf. 3:1-3). For his part, Ezekiel, speaking of
God's relationship with the people of Israel, is not
afraid to use strong and passionate language (cf.
16:1-22). These biblical texts indicate that eros is part
of God's very heart: the Almighty awaits the "yes" of
His creatures as a young bridegroom that of his
bride. Unfortunately, from its very origins, mankind,
seduced by the lies of the Evil One, rejected God's
love in the illusion of a self-sufficiency that is
impossible (cf. Gn 3:1-7). Turning in on himself, Adam



withdrew from that source of life who is God Himself,
and became the first of "those who through fear of
death were subject to lifelong bondage" (Heb 2:15).
God, however, did not give up. On the contrary,
man's "no" was the decisive impulse that moved Him
to manifest His love in all of its redeeming strength.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25"
8:00 AM COMMUNITY MASS

10:00 AM PRO-POPULO

12:00 PM COMMUNITY MASS
5:00 PM COMMUNITY MASS
7:00 PM COMMUNITY MASS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26"

7:30 AM + Manolo Marifio

6:00 PM + Silvia Etcheverry + Felix Soto
+Santiago Diaz Perna +Padre Jesus Hernandez
+Ismael Yanes +Aramis del Pino

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27"

7:30 AM Intencion especial de Diana Nosti

6:00 PM + Miriam Brito + Benjamin Huerta

+ Apolonio Palacio + Antonio Tejera + Rangel Casteleiro
Intenciones Fam. Huerta

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28"

7:30 AM + Intencion especial de Diana Nosti

6:00 PM + Manuel Saumell + Edward Townsend
+Rita Carbonell + José y Virginia Diaz +Felix Soto
+Santiago Diaz Perna - Intenciones por las familias
Juarrero-Valiente

THURSDAY, MARCH 1st

7:30 AM +Oscar Roque

6:00 PM +Celia Guadarrama +Fidela Ruthman
+Yves Fernandez

FRIDAY, MARCH 2nd

7:30 AM +Francisco Brafia

6:00 PM +Blanca de Pilofia + Mario Gémez
+ Maria A. Callejas

SATURDAY, MARCH 3rd
8:00 AM +Adalberto Pérez
6:00 PM COMMUNITY MASS

EVANGELIUM:

FOR A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF THE FAITH
Multimedia course in the Catholic Faith based on the
Catechism of the Catholic Church. Every Sunday after the
10 AM Mass at the Fatima Room. The same course will
also be given at the English Faith Sharing sessions.

ESTE MIERCOLES EL COMPARTIR LA FE ES EN
ESPANOL

LA LEGION DE MARIA Y LOS HERALDOS DEL
EVANGELIO LE INVITAN ESTE PRIMER SABADO DE
MES, A HONRAR A LA VIRGEN CON CANCIONES Y
MEDITACION DEL SANTO ROSARIO, AQUIEN LA
PARROQUIA, DESPUES DE LA MISA DE 6 PM.

Primer Domingo de
Cuaresma
25 de febrero de 2007

FRAGMENTO DEL MENSAJE DE
BENEDICTO XVI PARA LA CUARESMA 2007

jQueridos hermanos y hermanas!
«Miraran al que traspasaron» (Jn 19,37). Este es el tema
biblico que guia este afio nuestra reflexion cuaresmal.
La Cuaresma es un tiempo propicio para aprender a
permanecer con Maria y Juan, el discipulo predilecto,
junto a Aquel que en la Cruz consuma el sacrificio de su
vida para toda la humanidad (cf. Jn 19,25). Por tanto, con
una atenciéon mas viva, dirijamos nuestra mirada, en este
tiempo de penitencia y de oracidn, a Cristo crucificado
gue, muriendo en el Calvario, nos ha revelado
plenamente el amor de Dios. En la Enciclica Deus caritas
est he tratado con detenimiento el tema del amor,
destacando sus dos formas fundamentales:

el agapé y el eros.
El amor de Dios: agapéy eros
El término agapé , que aparece muchas veces en el
Nuevo Testamento, indica el amor oblativo de quien
busca exclusivamente el bien del otro; la palabra
eros denota, en cambio, el amor de quien desea
poseer lo que le falta y anhela la unién con el
amado. El amor con el que Dios nos envuelve es sin
duda agapé . En efecto, ¢acaso puede el hombre
dar a Dios algo bueno que El no posea ya? Todo lo
gue la criatura humana es y tiene es don divino: por
tanto, es la criatura la que tiene necesidad de Dios
en todo. Pero el amor de Dios es también eros. En el
Antiguo Testamento el Creador del universo muestra
hacia el pueblo que ha elegido una predileccion que
trasciende toda motivacion humana. El profeta
Oseas expresa esta pasion divina con imagenes
audaces como la del amor de un hombre por una
mujer adultera (cf. 3,1-3); Ezequiel, por su parte,
hablando de la relacion de Dios con el pueblo de
Israel, no tiene miedo de usar un lenguaje ardiente y
apasionado (cf. 16,1-22). Estos textos biblicos indican
gue el eros forma parte del corazén de Dios: el
Todopoderoso espera el «si» de sus criaturas como
un joven esposo el de su esposa.
Desgraciadamente, desde sus origenes la
humanidad, seducida por las mentiras del Maligno,
se ha cerrado al amor de Dios, con la ilusion de una
autosuficiencia que es imposible (cf. Gn 3,1-7).
Replegandose en si mismo, Adan se alej6 de la
fuente de la vida que es Dios mismo, y se convirtio
en el primero de «los que, por temor a la muerte,
estaban de por vida sometidos a esclavitud» (Hb
2,15). Dios, sin embargo, no se dio por vencido, es
mas, el «nox» del hombre fue como el empujén
decisivo que le indujo a manifestar su amor en toda
su fuerza redentora.



